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One of the world’s biggest gold producers is toasting a landmark deal that will see an 
Aboriginal-owned mining contractor taking charge at one of its satellite pits at its 
Sunrise Dam project near Laverton. 

South African-headquartered AngloGold Ashanti on Friday revealed it had awarded its 
first standalone mining contract with Carey Mining at its Golden Delicious open pit.  

The 21/2-year deal builds on a 25-year partnership between the companies and 
leverages off existing synergies at Sunrise Dam. 

It comes after Carey Mining was last year awarded a five-year haulage contract at 
Sunrise Dam for surface rehandling of underground ore and stockpiles, crusher feed 
and the rehandling of crushed ore from the fine-ore bin. 

The Golden Delicious contract will employ about 80, adding to the 57 people employed 
by Carey Mining on the Sunrise Dam haulage contract. 



We are live. Tune in. 
Stripping of the new pit will start this quarter and about 18.5 million tonnes of material 
will be mined over the term of the contract, containing about 3Mt of ore, with the first 
ore expected to be mined in the second quarter of 2021.  

The pit will be mined in two stages, with the ultimate pit depth reaching 155m and a 
span of about 420m in diameter. 

Ore will be hauled via triple road trains to the Sunrise Dam processing plant for 
treatment, with low-grade ore and waste to be stockpiled on site at Golden Delicious. 

Carey Mining was formed in 1995 with the support of AngloGold Ashanti and has been 
in operation at Sunrise Dam since 1996 when it became a joint venture participant in 
the open pit mining contract. 

Carey Mining founder and managing director Daniel Tucker said the company’s working 
relationship with AngloGold was the longest for an Aboriginal business in Australia. 

“What we did with AngloGold Ashanti in the beginning at Sunrise Dam was the first 
agreement of its kind in this country between Aboriginal people and the mining sector,” 
he said. 

“More broadly, it established a new path of including Aboriginal people in business. 

“We are looking forward to continuing our strong working relationship with AGAA and I 
am very excited about this new contract.” 

AngloGold senior vice-president Australia Michael Erickson said he was delighted Carey 
won the contract in its own right, which would enable the company to develop the next 
generation of Aboriginal business leaders in the Goldfields region.  

“This contract builds on an enduring and positive business partnership that reinforces 
the benefits of AngloGold Ashanti’s strategy to work wherever possible with local 
businesses,” he said. 

 


